How to Code and Invoice

Glass and Organic lenses

The South African Optometric Association has designed a new system for Coding and Invoicing Single Vision and Bifocal lenses with effect from 1st January 2006.  This replaces the previous ‘Building Block’ method whereby separate Codes were used to represent additional features added to the Standard lens.

Several years ago, the South African Optometric Association adopted a policy to code Varifocal (or Multifocal) lenses as a Base (or Generic) lens plus Product-specific add-on. This principle has now been extended to include all Single Vision and Bifocal lenses. The 2006 Tariff codes include all registered Branded lens products as well as their properties.

Generic lenses

Generic lenses are essentially baseline lenses available from all lens suppliers. For example:  Uncoated 65mm White or 68mm Flat-top Bifocal in Glass or Plastic. Varifocals do not fall into this category as every Varifocal type has a different design. However, to keep the structure consistent a Varifocal Generic lens is included as any baseline ‘entry level’ Varifocal lens

Add-Ons

A few Add-Ons (eg Prisms, Frosting and Franklin Bifocals) are also Generic and coded accordingly. All other Add-Ons (High Index, Tints, Hardening, Material etc) should be coded using the Generic code plus the Product-specific Add-on. For this reason a list of Lens Properties is provided as a reference. To allow for Branded lenses that are not included in the Tariff list, the full list of Add-ons is still included as a temporary measure. 

Depending on the Lens features required, Single Vision and Bifocal lenses can be coded with the Generic Code only or as the Generic Code plus a Product-specific Add-on. Varifocal lenses, on the other hand are always referred to by their Generic code plus the Product-specific Add-on – even if the Add-on has a zero value!

Note that Branded Products MAY NOT be coded with Add-Ons unless they are specifically added to the product.

Standard or Surfaced? 

In the past, the Lens power determined the Coding and Invoicing category. Most Laboratories now maintain a wider range of ‘Stock lenses’ and the ‘Surfaced’ code should only be used when surfacing is required.

Examples:


2005 Coding
2006 Coding

65mm Glass White
70011
Single Vision lens
70011
Single Vision standard

Flat-top 28mm Seg White CR39
80812
F/T 28mm Seg
80812
Bifocal Standard

Flat-top 28mm Seg ComputAR coating
80812
F/T 28mm Seg

+ 89015
ComputAR coat
80812
Bifocal Standard

+ 89015
ComputAR coat

Hoya Hilux (Stock range)
80011      Single Vision lens

+ 89785   HRI to 1.6 S/V
80011      Single Vision (Standard)

+ 80043   Hilux (1.5) Standard

Rodenstock Cosmolit Single Vision 1.6 Aspheric (Inc Topaz Technology)


80021
S/V High Powers

+ 89785
HRI to 1.6 S/V

+ 89716
Aspheric S/V

+ 89385
Resin Hard Coat F/B surface 
80021
S/V Surfaced

+ 80099
Cosmolit S/V (incl Topaz) 

Hoya GP Wide Varifocal (1.523)
75012
Varifocal Distance to Near

+ 75272
Hoya GP Wide (1.523)
74000
Varifocal Distance to Near

+ 74011
Hoya GP Wide (1.523)

